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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121. 

I. Claims 1-4, 19-22, 36 and 45, drawn to a method associated with a domain 
name system server, of controlling the transfer information via a network, said 
method comprising receiving, from a client device, a request for a network 
address that is associated with a service; selecting a respective one of a plurality 
of network addresses each which etc.. classified in class 709, subclass 217. 

II. Claims 5-6, 23-24, 37 and 49, drawn to a method, associated with a 
database server, of controlling the transfer of information via a network, said 
method comprising receiving, from a domain server, a request to determine 
whether a client device is associated with a t least one quality of service level 
etc., classified in class 709, subclass 218. 

III. Claims 7-9, 25-27, 38 and 5 1, a method, associated with a server that is 
currently designated to receive service requests from a client device, of 
controlling the transfer of information via a network, said method comprising 
transmitting a request to a further server for said further server to receive further 
service requests from said client device; said server and said further server each 
being associated with a service etc., classified in class 709, subclass 219. 

IV. Claims 10, 28, 39 and 54, a method associated with one of a domain name 
server and a database server, of controlling the transfer of information via a 
network said method comprising, receiving, from a server, a request for an 
available server that is associated with a server; said server and said available 
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further server each being associated with said service etc., classified in class 709 
subclass 219. 

V. Claims 1 1-14, 29-32, 40, 42 and 55-58, a method, associated with a server, 
of controlling the transfer of information via a network said method comprising 
transmitting to a database, a request for quality of service level associated with a 
client device etc., classified in class 709, subclass 225. 

VI. Claims 15,16, 33,41,59 and 60, a method, associated with a least one 
network element of a network, of controlling the transfer of information via said 
network, said method comprising receiving, from one of a server and a client 
device, a request to provide a quality of service level for said client device etc., 
classified in class 709, subclass 223. 

VII. Claims 17, 34, 43 and 61, a method, associated with a database server, of 
controlling the transfer of information via a network, said method comprising 
receiving from at least one a network and a server, a request to verify whether a 
client device is associated with a quality of service level etc., classified in class 
709, subclass 226. 

VIII. Claims 18, 35, 44 and 62, a method, associated with a server, of 
controlling the transfer of information via network, said method comprising 
receiving, from a client device, a service request at a quality of service level; 
transmitting, to a database, a request to verify that said quality of service level is 
associated with said client device etc., classified in class 709, subclass 224. 
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2. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and II are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as in a 
method, associated with a database server of controlling the transfer of information via a 
network comprising receiving, from a domain name server, a request to determine 
whether a client device is associated with at least one quality of service (as set forth in 
invention II). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

3. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and III are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as in a 
method, associated with a server that is currently designated to receive requests from a 
client device, of controlling the transfer of information via a network comprising 
transmitting a request to a further server for said further server to receive further service 
requests from said client device; said server and said further server each being associated 
with a service (as set forth in invention III). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

4. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and IV are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with one of a domain name server and a database server of controlling 
the transfer of information via a network comprising receiving from a server a request for 
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an available further server that is associated with a service; said server and said available 
further server each being associated with said service (as set forth in invention IV). See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). 

5. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and V are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
comprising transmitting to a database a request for a quality of service level associated 
with a client device (as set forth in invention V). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

6. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and VI are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with at least one network element of a network of controlling the 
transfer of information via said network comprising receiving, from one of a server and a 
client device, a request to provide a quality of service level for said client device (as set 
forth in invention VI). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

7. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and VII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a database server of controlling the transfer of information via a 
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network comprising receiving from at least one of a network and a server a request to 
verify whether a client device is associated with a quality of service level (as set forth in 
invention VII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

8. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and VIII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
comprising receiving from a client device a service request at a quality of service level 
(as set forth in invention VIII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

9. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II and III are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as in a 
method, associated with a server that is currently designated to receive requests from a 
client device, of controlling the transfer of information via a network comprising 
transmitting a request to a further server for said further server to receive further service 
requests from said client device; said server and said further server each being associated 
with a service (as set forth in invention III). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

10. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II and IV are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as in a 
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method associated with one of a domain name server and a database server of controlling 
the transfer of information via a network comprising receiving from a server a request for 
an available further server that is associated with a service; said server and said available 
farther server each being associated with said service (as set forth in invention IV). See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). 

11. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II and V are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
said method, comprising transmitting to a database a request for a quality of service level 
associated with a client device (as set forth in invention V). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

12. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II and VI are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with at least one network element of a network of controlling the 
transfer of information via said network comprising receiving, from one of a server and a 
client device, a request to provide a quality of service level for said client device (as set 
forth in invention VI). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

13. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II and VII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
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to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a database server of controlling the transfer of information via a 
network comprising receiving from at least one of a network and a server a request to 
verify whether a client device is associated with a quality of service level (as set forth in 
invention VII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

14. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions II and VIII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
comprising receiving from a client device a service request at a quality of service level 
(as set forth in invention VIII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

15. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions III and IV are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as in a 
method where the network chip comprises a port for inter-node communication for 
marking the port to prevent transmission of packets of a first traffic type while permitting 
transmission to another node of packets of a second traffic type and routing via said port 
only packets not of said traffic type (as set forth in invention IV). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

16. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions III and V are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as in a 
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method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
said method, comprising transmitting to a database a request for a quality of service level 
associated with a client device (as set forth in invention V). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

17. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions III and VI are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with at least one network element of a network of controlling the 
transfer of information via said network comprising receiving, from one of a server and a 
client device, a request to provide a quality of service level for said client device (as set 
forth in invention VI). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

18. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions III and VII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a database server of controlling the transfer of information via a 
network comprising receiving from at least one of a network and a server a request to 
verify whether a client device is associated with a quality of service level (as set forth in 
invention VII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

19. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions III and VIII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
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comprising receiving from a client device a service request at a quality of service level 
(as set forth in invention VIII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

20. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions IV and V are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention IV has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
comprising transmitting to a database a request for a quality of service level associated 
with a client device (as set forth in invention V). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

21 . The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions IV and VI are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention IV has separate utility such as in a 
method where the network chip comprises a port for inter-node communication for 
marking the port to prevent transmission of packets of a first traffic type while permitting 
transmission to another node of packets of a second traffic type and routing via said port 
only packets not of said traffic type (as set forth in invention VI). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

22. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions IV and VII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. In the instant case, invention IV has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a database server of controlling the transfer of information via a 
network comprising receiving from at least one of a network and a server a request to 
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verify whether a client device is associated with a quality of service level (as set forth in 
invention VII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

23. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions IV and VIII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention IV has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
comprising receiving from a client device a service request at a quality of service level 
(as set forth in invention VIII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

24. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions V and VI are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such as in a 
method where the network chip comprises a port for inter-node communication for 
marking the port to prevent transmission of packets of a first traffic type while permitting 
transmission to another node of packets of a second traffic type and routing via said port 
only packets not of said traffic type (as set forth in invention VI). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

25. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions V and VII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a database server of controlling the transfer of information via a 
network comprising receiving from at least one of a network and a server a request to 
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verify whether a client device is associated with a quality of service level (as set forth in 
invention VII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

25. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions V and VIII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
comprising receiving from a client device a service request at a quality of service level 
(as set forth in invention VIII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

26. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions VI and VII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. In the instant case, invention VI has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a database server of controlling the transfer of information via a 
network comprising receiving from at least one of a network and a server a request to 
verify whether a client device is associated with a quality of service level (as set forth in 
invention VII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

27. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions VI and VIII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention VI has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
comprising receiving from a client device a service request at a quality of service level 
(as set forth in invention VIII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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28. The inventions are distinct, each from another because of the following reasons: 
Inventions VII and VIII are related as sub-combinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The sub-combinations are distinct from each other if they are shown 
to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as in a 
method associated with a server of controlling the transfer of information via a network 
comprising receiving from a client device a service request at a quality of service level 
(as set forth in invention VIII). See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

A telephone call was made to Richard Lehrer on August 26, 2004 regarding a restriction 
requirement. No claims were elected. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 703-305- 
7494, The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 703-308-7562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


LaShonda T. Jacobs 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 


Itj 

August 26, 2004 
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